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REVIEWS OF RECENT LITERATURE. 
ANTHROPOLOGY. 

Human Remains from Maya Territory. — A few broken calvaria, 
a few fragments of long bones, and a few sets of teeth are all the 
skeletal remains that we possess of the ancient inhabitants of the 
Maya territory. In the admirable report upon the ruins of Copan, 
by Maudsley, we read that " traces of bones were found," " a few 
small fragments of human bones were found," etc. The more 
recent explorations at the same ruin by the expeditions from the 
Peabody Museum have resulted in the discovery of " fragments " and 
" filed teeth." The few crania which, it might be inferred from the 
field notes, were well preserved and which are now in the Peabody 
Museum are in too fragmentary a condition to be available for 
study. In his account of the ruins of Xkichmook, 1 Mr. Edward 
Thompson describes the structure and architectural remains of an 
interesting group of ruins. We may readily believe that the "Palace," 
which he pictures in word, photograph, and plan, is " a most imposing 
structure," as its walls stand 64 feet high and are raised 80 feet 
above the surrounding level. Notwithstanding the probably dense 
population, as indicated by the extent of the ruins which formerly 
occupied the region, very few human remains were found. " Badly 
decayed human bones and teeth," " fragments of human bones much 
decayed," etc., is the record of the explorations among the burial 
chambers. 

In a pleasantly written narrative 2 Mr. Gordon gives an account of 
the Honduras of to-day and of the vast quantities of potsherds and 
other artifacts that exist along the Uloa River. Whether or not they 
were manufactured by a race distinct from the Mayas, as suggested 
by Mr. Gordon and Professor Putnam in his editorial note, they indi- 
cate the presence of an extensive population in that valley in former 
times. However, the disappointing statement again appears, " The 
human remains . . . consist of crumbling fragments of bone . . . 

1 Thompson, Edward. Ruins of Xkichmook. Field Columbian Museum, 
Anthropological Series, vol. ii, No. 3. 

2 Gordon, George B. Researches in the Uloa Valley, Caverns of Copan, Hon- 
duras, Memoirs of the Peabody Museum of American Archeology and Ethnology. 
Cambridge, Mass. Vol. i (1898), Nos. 4 and 5. 
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too minute to supply any information respecting the form of the 
burials," or, what is much more important, the character of the 
skeletons themselves, from which the racial affinities of the people 
might perhaps be determined. Scarcely second in interest to the 
long-sought " Rosetta stone of the Mayas " would be a moderately 
large series of Maya skeletons in a fair state of preservation. 

Frank Russell. 



GENERAL BIOLOGY. 

Variation in Seedlings. — Professor Herbert L. Jones 1 found in 
Cambridge, Mass., a sycamore maple, Acer pseudoplanatus, which pro- 
duces seedlings showing a large number of abnormalities. The coty- 
ledons show a tendency to be doubled, and all grades of doubling 
were found from a mere notch at the distal end of one cotyledon 
to four complete seed-leaves. Where one cotyledon is completely 
doubled, the plumule usually consists of a whorl of three leaves, but 
where there are four complete cotyledons there are never more than 
two leaves — a very curious correlation. r p g 

Chemical Analysis of the Plankton — The chemical composition 
of the plankton of the Baltic Sea is discussed and compared with the 
analysis of certain agricultural products in a recent paper by Brandt. 2 
The Copepoda, Peridinidse, and diatoms are the predominant forms 
in the plankton of this body of water. Fifty cubic centimeters of 
plankton of mixed constitution weigh, when dried, from 1.08 to 1.74 
grams ; when diatoms predominate, the weight falls as low as .04 
gram ; and when Copepoda are abundant, it may rise as high as 2.1 
grams. The results of the enumerations made of the organisms in 
the different catches subjected to analysis are utilized in the computa- 
tion of their number in a gram of the dried plankton. It has thus 
been determined that it takes 675,000,000 diatoms (principally Chse- 
toceros) or 42,000,000 to 65,000,000 Peridinidse to weigh one gram; 
in the case of the marine Copepoda, from 300,000 to 500,000 are 
required ; while the single analysis of a fresh-water plankton composed 
mainly of the larger individuals indicates that 50,000 to 124,000 are 

1 Jones, H. L. Unusual Forms of Maple Seedlings. Oberlin College, Labo- 
ratory Bulletin (1898), No. 9. 

2 Brandt, K. Beitrage zur Kenntniss der chemischen Zusammensetzung des 
Planktons. Wissensch. Meeresuntersuchungen, Neue Folge, Bd. iii (1898), Heft 2, 
pp. 45-90. 



